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August 2002 New Car Registrations - Analysis & Comment
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August reports strong growth





The August market was up 12.8 per cent to 87,245 units this year, making this the strongest August since the twice yearly plate change format was introduced in 1999.





Since the new format was introduced the August market makes up just three per cent of annual registrations, compared to around 25 per cent during the old system. 





So far this year, total new car registrations have risen by 111,145 units, up 7.3 per cent on 2001 figures.
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September key market





Under the twice yearly plate change system September accounts for around 18 per cent of annual volumes. The market last September hit a record 443,265 units. 





This year volumes are expected to be slightly lower than this record level at  just over 400,000 units. 





Diesel cars have continued to gain momentum in 2002, with demand up 48.6 per cent over the YTD to account for 22.8 per cent of the market, compared with 16.4 per cent a year ago. Total registrations are up to 371,238 units, from 249,880 units.





Private demand drives market up





Growth in the private sector was strong again in August reflecting a trend throughout 2002. August figures saw private demand rise by 29 per cent compared to 9.3 per cent over the year to date.





Total registrations to private buyers are up almost 70,000 units this year. Business demand has shown the best percentage gain, up 10.4 per cent, with fleet sales up 4.5 per cent.  





Market success for '02 plate





The six-monthly period represented by the '02 registration plate saw the most sales since the introduction of the twice yearly plate change format in 1999. At 1,331,584 units, volumes were up 6.3 per cent on the same period the year before – represented by the Y-plate. 





The new ’52 plate started on 1 September.  September volumes are expected to be strong, but slightly down on last year's record total.
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Focus keeps top slot 





The Ford Focus topped the best sellers' list for the 28th month in a row, with the Vauxhall Astra running a close second.





Over the year to date, small cars  continue to dominate the top 10 table. So far this year, registrations in the supermini segment alone have risen 8.5 per cent to 518,802  units.





The Fiat Punto returned to a top 10 spot for the first time since March.








UK and non-UK built models are up





Models made outside the UK took the lion's share of the market in August, at 81 per cent. 





However, UK-built cars also saw their registrations rise, with MINI, Honda, Land Rover, Peugeot and MG Rover products performing well. Over the year to date, registrations of  UK-built models have risen by 12,771 units.
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		Registrations by customer type

		August 2002				Private		Fleet		Business

				Registrations		41,456		41,175		4,614

				Market share		47.5%		47.2%		5.3%

				% change		29.0%		1.2%		1.8%

		YTD 2002				Private		Fleet		Business

				Registrations		798,687		685,701		146,187

				Market share		49.0%		42.1%		9.0%

				% change		9.3%		4.5%		10.4%
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		New Registrations						August 2002

								all cars		% chge

		Month						87,245		12.8%				77368

		YTD						1,630,575		7.3%				1519430

		Last three months						490,212		5.3%				465731

		12 MMAT						2,569,914		11.9%				2296840

		Year		2001				2,458,769		10.7%

		Forecast		2002				2,510,000		2.1%

				2003				2,350,000		-6.4%

		MMAT - monthly moving annual totals






